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Dionysos the Late Comer God Whose Worship was First Resisted.
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Dionysos is a latecomer god whose worship was at first resisted. Why might this be so, and what might be some of the reasons that he is different from other classical gods?
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Dionysos was a god of pleasure, wine, madness, festivity, and vegetation. He did not have the best upbringing as his mother died while he was still in the womb. Despite being the son of Zeus and Semele, Semele was a human representation of the king of gods (Thebes and Zeus). She was the princess. Zeus’ wife Hera was jealous of the illicit affair her husband had with Semele. Hera convinced Semele to challenge Zeus to show himself and the magnificence of her godliness (Raynaplatt, 2011). Zeus accepted the challenge but the human body of Semele could not withstand his powers. Semele was destroyed by the powers of Zeus. During her death, Zeus managed to get the child and he sewed him in his thigh and reared him. Zeus gave birth to the baby after its maturity (Raynplatt, 2011). Despite being born of a human mother, Dionysos got his divinity power from Zeus when he sewed and reared him. Dionysos was thus born two times, by his father and mother respectively. 
	After birth, it was hard for Dionysos to portray his godliness and the divine power he possessed. This is because he was raised by his mothers' sister Ino, together with her husband Athamas, amidst human beings, and was known as the son of Semele (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). Initially, he was under the care of Seleinos. After this, he was taken care of by the nymphs of Mount Nysa. Later, he was given to his mother's sister. Having been raised amid humans, he had to prove himself (Raynaplatt, 2011). It was more difficult for him convince people of his godly nature as his family members (cousins) did not see him that way. While Semele’s sisters could have explained his origin, they too did not believe that she had given birth to a god. 
Dionysos faced great resistance from penthius, his cousin, who was also the king of Thebes. Penthius wanted to establish a rationale with him as the only legal sovereign. He, therefore, refused to allow the worship of Dionysos (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). Dionysos’ goal was to create a joyful divine authority and disregard penthius’s desire for a rational civic order. It also occurred that Dionysos went back to Thebes while grown. He was not well-known among Thebes’s communities. As a result of this, it was a challenge to believe his birth story (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). It was even harder for anyone to believe that a human could have given birth to a god. Dionysos mother was human in every nature. This was a rare occurrence among gods. He was only known as as a human priest because of the unique abilities that he possessed. 
Dionysos was later recognized after he proved his ability as a god and showed his divine power. He is indicated to have given man the gift of wine. For example, he provided Ikarios of Ikaria with a vine tree, that he used to make wine (Rynaplatt, 2011). Beliefs also indicate that he convinced Hephaistos using wine to release Hera in Mt. Olympus. Hera had been trapped by the god of metallurgy in an imaginative throne. This act made Hera to make Dionysos to become a full Olympian god. He also got permission to live in Mt. Olympus (Rynaplatt, 2011). Dionysos moved from being a demigod to a full god. When King Midas found Dionysos chief follower and drinking partner Silenus in his garden after a drinking bout, he nourished him and sent him back to Dionysos. In return, Dionysos granted King Midas a wish. Everything the king touched turned into gold, including food and water. As a result of this, the king almost died of starvation. However, Dionysos reversed the gift (Rynaplatt, 2011). All these doings proved that Dionysos indeed had unique abilities.
The Origin of the other classical gods was well known. They were therefore recognized as Olympian gods from birth. It was also not difficult for them to prove that they were gods because they were born of immortal mothers (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). Dionysos case was however different. He had questionable roots and his connection to divinity was unclear. Dionysos had no choice but to use improper methods to display his divine powers. He turned Theban women mad to punish his disbelieving relatives (Morford, Lenardon, & Sham, 2014). He made Pentheus’ mothers and aunts to tear him to pieces. They were convinced that Dionysos was a mountain lion. In one instance, pirates were unaware of him, and as such, abducted him. He transformed the ships mast into a huge vine and the sails poured out wine (Rynaplatt, 2011). He transformed himself into a lion and dispatched the pirate captain. By doing such deeds, he was able to prove his power and divinity. Therefore, Dionysos was recognized late when compared to his siblings, who were immediately known as good after birth. His worship most likely started when he proved his power and divinity. If he had not done this, he would not be known by the communities. Dionysos was therefore only worshipped as a god after he reached adulthood.
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